WILLIAM & MARY

The Past, Present, and Future of US Alliances

February 16 - 17, 2023
Williamsburg, VA

The Security & Foreign Policy Initiative at William & Mary’s Global Research Institute
supports a broad range of views on international security and US foreign policy through
evidence-based assessments of the world and America’s place in it. This two-day
in-person conference on The Past, Present, and Future of US Alliances brings together
academics, scholars, and policymakers to assess the challenges and possibilities facing
the United States’ alliance commitments in Europe and beyond. Participants will engage
in rigorous debate over the extent of the United States’ forward military strategy, the
evolution of military assistance, the wisdom of NATO expansion and its long-term
objectives/consequences, among other topics. The conference will be held on the
William & Mary campus in Williamsburg, VA.

The Security & Foreign Policy Initiative at GRI supports diverse research and teaching
on international security and US foreign policy through evidence-based assessments of
the world and America’s place in it. Our convenings provide a platform for research that
questions the efficacy of past and current security and foreign policy solutions to both
new and historical policy problems.



PROGRAM
DAY 1: Thursday, February 16, 2023

8:00-8:30 Transportation from Williamsburg Lodge to W&M Alumni House

8:00-9:00 Breakfast at Alumni House

9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks
Michael Tierney, Director of the Global Research Institute and George & Mary Hylton
Professor of International Relations, William & Mary
9:30 - 10:45 US Alliances and Global Power in Historical Perspective
Panelists:
e Susan Colbourn, Associate Director of the Program in American Grand Strategy,

Duke University

e Jeremi Suri, Mack Brown Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs;
Professor of Public Affairs and History, University of Texas, Austin

e Stephen Wertheim, Senior Fellow, American Statecraft Program, Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace

Moderator: Giuseppe Paparella, Postdoctoral Fellow, Security and Foreign Policy
Initiative, Global Research Institute, William & Mary

Policy Question:

What is an important historical lesson or event that U.S. policymakers should draw upon
to better inform their decisions about alliances moving forward?

10:45 - 11:15 Coffee Break



11:15-12:30 Perspectives on the Future of US Alliance Strategy

Panelists:
e Alexandra Chinchilla, Assistant Professor of International Affairs, Texas A&M

e Kelly A. Grieco, Senior Fellow, Reimagining U.S. Grand Strategy Program,
Stimson Center

e Alexander Lanoszka, Assistant Professor of International Relations, University of
Waterloo

Moderator: Christopher Preble, Senior Fellow & Director, Reimagining U.S. Grand
Strategy Program, Stimson Center

Policy Question:
What factor(s) would cause a dramatic shift in US alliance strategy in the next 10 years?

12:30-1:30 Lunch

Discussion Starter: Shauna Gillooly, Postdoctoral Fellow at GRI, on Teaching, Research
& International Policy (TRIP) Survey Results

1:30-4:00 Group Activity at Joint Base Langley-Eustis

The US Army Transportation Museum is the only museum dedicated to preserving the
history of US Army Transportation. Located on Fort Eustis, Virginia, home to the Army
Transportation Corps, the museum features a 50,000 square foot main building and four
outdoor parks. The story of the Army's Transportation Corps, from horse-drawn wagons
to all-terrain armored vehicles, is told through exhibits, models, dioramas, and videos.



5:00-6:45 Keynote and Reception at Brinkley Commons
Reassessing America’s Alliances in a Changing World
Keynote Speakers:

e Barry Posen, Ford International Professor of Political Science; Director of
Security Studies Program, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

e Kori Schake, Senior Fellow and Director of Foreign and Defense Policy Studies,
American Enterprise Institute

Moderator: Mark Hannah, Senior Fellow, Eurasia Group Foundation

7:00-8:30 Dinner for Participants at Alumni House

DAY 2: Friday, February 17, 2023

8:00-8:30 Transportation from Williamsburg Lodge to W&M Alumni House

8:00-9:00 Onsite Breakfast at Alumni House

9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks

9:15-10:30 Future Directions in US Military Assistance
Panelists:
e Joshua Alley, Assistant Professor of Politics and International Relations,
University College Dublin

e Mariya Omelicheva, Professor of Strategy, National War College

e Rachel Tecott Metz, Assistant Professor, Strategic and Operational Research
Department, U.S. Naval War College



Moderator: Jessica Trisko Darden, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Virginia
Commonwealth University; Director of the Security and Foreign Policy Initiative, GRI

Policy Question:

Which country or countries do you foresee having a notable shift in US military
assistance levels in the next 10 years and why?

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-12:15 NATO Expansion and Relations with Russia
Panelists:
e Rose Gottemoeller, Steven C. Hazy Lecturer at the Center for International
Security and Cooperation (CISAC), Stanford University

e Mircea Munteanu, Historian, U.S. Department of State

e Joshua Shifrinson, Associate Professor in the School of Public Policy, University
of Maryland

Moderator: Hope Harrison, Professor of History and International Affairs, The George
Washington University

Policy Question:

Which countries are most likely to join NATO over the next 5 years and what will the
implications of this expansion be for relations with Russia?

12:30-1:30 Lunch at Alumni House



1:45-3:00 Asia-Pacific Alliances and Alignments

Panelists:
e Nathan Finney, Branch Chief for Strategy, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command

e Kyuri Park, Postdoctoral Fellow, Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research
Center (APARC), Stanford University

e Sheila Smith, John E. Merow Senior Fellow for Asia Pacific Studies, Council on
Foreign Relations

Moderator: Shannon Tiezzi, Editor-in-Chief, The Diplomat
Policy Question:

What change(s) should U.S. alliance strategy in the Asia-Pacific adopt to appropriately
respond to China’s rise?

3:00-3:30 Closing Remarks



