
 
 
 

Understanding Power Competition and Power Vacuums 
 

February  19-21, 2025 
 
The Security & Foreign Policy Initiative at William & Mary’s Global Research Institute 
supports a broad range of views on international security and US foreign policy through 
evidence-based assessments of the world and America’s place in it. We bring together 
academics, policy leaders, practitioners, and students to examine pressing security 
challenges and push past conventional thinking to identify new solutions.  
 
This two-day in-person conference on Understanding Power Competition and Power 
Vacuums examines the role of the United States and other actors in global, regional, 
and sub-state power competitions and the emergence of power vacuums. 
 
Hosted by the Global Research Institute, the conference will be held on the William & 
Mary campus in Williamsburg, VA.  
 

This conference is generously supported by Paul C. Jost and Laura Holmes Jost and 
the Charles Koch Foundation.  

 
 

 

 



Wednesday, February 19, 2025 
 
4:15 - 4:45 Transportation from Williamsburg Lodge to Miller Hall 
 
5:00 - 6:00 Keynote Discussion 
 

Miller Hall (101 Ukrop Way), Brinkley Commons Room (second floor) 
 

Dr. Denise Natali (National Defense University) 
Dr. Ashley Tellis (Carnegie Endowment) 

 
Moderated by Stephen Hanson (William & Mary) 

 
6:00-7:00 Keynote Event Reception and Student Research Showcase 
 

Miller Hall second-floor atrium 
 

7:00 - 7:30 Transportation from Miller Hall to Williamsburg Lodge 
 
 
Thursday, February 20, 2025 
 
8:00-8:30 Transportation from Williamsburg Lodge to W&M Alumni House 
 
8:00-9:00 Breakfast at W&M Alumni House (500 Richmond Road) 
 
9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks of Conference 
 

Michael Tierney, Director of the Global Research Institute (GRI) and George & 
Mary Hylton Professor of International Relations, William & Mary 

 
9:15 - 10:45 Panel: International Order and Great Power Decline 
 
Question: Does great power decline necessarily lead to changes in international order? 
How far-reaching are those changes? And what strategies might declining powers 
employ to minimize them? 
 

Panel Participants: 
●​ Moritz Graefrath (William & Mary GRI) 
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●​ Mariya Grinberg (MIT)  
●​ Col. Scott Pence (CSIS)  

Moderator: Marcus Holmes (William & Mary) 
 
10:45 - 11:00 Break 
 
11:00 - 12:30 Panel: Power Vacuums in Historical Perspective 
 
Question: What historical lessons or events should policymakers consider to better 
inform decisions around power competition and the emergence of power vacuums? 
 

Participants: 
●​ Michael Brenes (Yale) 
●​ Benjamin David Hopkins (George Washington University) 
●​ Emily Whalen (CSIS) 

Moderator: Ryan A. Musto (William & Mary GRI) 
 
12:30 - 1:30 Lunch 
 
1:30 - 3:00  Panel: Small & Middle Powers and International Order 
 
Question: In recent years, the US has withdrawn from key international treaties and 
organizations like the TPP, INF, UNHRC, JCPOA, and Open Skies Treaty. What are the 
implications of these withdrawals for US authority and the creation of power vacuums? 
How are middle and small powers navigating these changes in the international order? 
 

Panel Participants: 
●​ Naomi Egel (Georgia) 
●​ Alex Yu-Ting Lin (Notre Dame) 
●​ Daniel Nexon (Georgetown) 
●​ Kathryn Paik (CSIS) 

​ Moderator: Kyuri Park (William & Mary GRI) 
 
3:00 - 3:30 Transportation to Williamsburg Lodge for Break 
 
6:00 - 6:30 Transportation to Alumni House for Dinner 
 
6:30 - 7:00 Reception 
 

2 



7:00 - 8:30 Dinner 
 
8:30 - 9:00 Transportation to Williamsburg Lodge 
 
 
Friday, February 21, 2025 
 
8:00-8:30 Transportation from Williamsburg Lodge to W&M Alumni House 
 
8:00-9:15 Breakfast at Alumni House 
 
9:15-10:45 Panel: Regional Orders in the Middle East and North Africa 
 
Question: In which ways are the wars in Gaza and Lebanon, the fall of Assad’s regime 
in Syria, and the election of President Donald Trump changing the regional order in the 
Middle East? 
 

Panel Participants: 
●​ Yonca Ozdemir (William & Mary) 
●​ Ora Szekely (Clark University) 
●​ Michael Woldemariam (University of Maryland School of Public Policy) 

Moderator: Peyman Jafari (William & Mary) 
 
10:45 - 11:00 Break 
 
11:00 - 12:30 Panel: State Failure and Sub-State Orders 
 
Question: The past decade has provided ample evidence of the inability of many states 
to maintain control over their territory and population. What opportunities and risks do 
the emergence of sub-state political orders pose to inter-state relations and the 
(re)creation of viable states?  
 

Panel Participants: 
●​ Jessica Maves Braithwaite (University of Arizona) 
●​ John Ciorciari (Indiana University Bloomington)  
●​ Zachariah Mampilly (Baruch)  

 Moderator: Jessica Trisko Darden (Virginia Commonwealth University and 
William & Mary GRI) 
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12:30 - 1:30 Lunch 
 
1:30 - 3:00 Panel: Great Power Alliances and Alignments 
 
Question: Should the United States reduce its alliance commitments abroad? Would 
China be able to exploit such retrenchment for its benefit? 
 

Panel Participants: 
●​ Emma Ashford (Stimson Center) 
●​ Katherine E. Dahlstrand (Center for Strategic and Budgetary 

Assessments) 
●​ Yujia Wan (UCSD) 

Moderator: Moritz Graefrath (William & Mary GRI) 
 
3:00 Conference Concludes 
 
3:15 - 3:45 Transportation to Williamsburg Lodge 
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